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Introduction

Factors of growth or decline
1) Fertility rates or birth rates
2) Mortality rates and life expectancy
3) Age profile of the population
4) Migration – difference between immigration and emigration 

With respect to religion
5) Switching rates
6) Retention rates

Our interest
Defining and counting ‘Muslims’ and ‘Christians’
Our sources

Eurostat, Pew Forum, U.N. Statistics
Complementary sources.



1. Demographic shift and the moral/spiritual factor

2015: First time negative natural growth Europe (EU)

Far below the replacement level: 2.1

Abortion

Western-Europe: 12 abortions per 1,000 women, in 
Eastern Europe 43 (in 2008).

UK and Scandinavia: 17 (on par with US) 

EU: 1.2 million abortions per year (in 2012). Add Russia 
(105 abortions to 100 births)

Compare: average of 1.6 million immigrants per year 
from outside Europe 



http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/main-factors-driving-population-growth/pf_15-04-02_projectionstables50/


Europe’s Population –fertility rates (+/- 2.1 per woman)





1. Demographic shift and the moral/spiritual factor

Population decline, the moral/spiritual factor
Joseph Ratzinger: Europe…seems to have become paralyzed by 
a crisis of its circulatory system, a crisis than endangers its 
life…The interior dwindling of the spiritual strength that once 
supported it… A strange lack of will for the future… 
George Weigel: a society that rejects the supernatural turns 
instead to short-term hedonism…Why…should individuals 
make the commitment to posterity implied by the decision to 
bear and nurture children?
Philip Jenkins: In modern Europe, the loss of cohesion leaves a 
society open to the expansion of newer peoples who still care 
for bonds of family and religion.

Secularist society is unsustainable in itself
Mark Steyn: ‘The design flaw of the secular social-democratic 
state is that it requires a religious-society birth-rate to sustain 
it.’

Why does the unchurched population still grow?



Europe’s Population is changing – immigration



2. Immigration and the religious landscape

2015: Peak in immigration 
Part of an ongoing process, migration will continue.
It is concentrated in Western-Europe.

Immigration makes up for the deficit, now and in the future
Europe (EU) needs 1.8 million immigrants per year to keep 
the population stable

Multicultural society and opposition to immigration
Cultural change

Higher birth among immigrants and migrant communities
They retain much of their culture and language
Higher percentage of population has non-European cultural  outlook

Religious change
More children born and raised in religious environment,
Muslim or Christian or other…



http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/main-factors-driving-population-growth/pf_15-04-02_projectionstables53/


3. Religious practice and fertility

Religious practice and birth rates

More positive attitude towards family, and towards 
women bearing children (Hayford and Morgan)

Longer period of childbearing 

Shift towards conservative religion – higher birth rates

Fewer children born and raised in secular environment

Shall the religious inherit the earth?

Eric Kaufman



http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/main-factors-driving-population-growth/pf_15-04-02_ch1graphics_fertilityratereligion640px/


http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/main-factors-driving-population-growth/pf_15-04-02_ch1graphics_fertilityregion640px/


4. Religious practice and fertility

Fertility rates by religion, projections for Europe

At the moment:

Projection in 2050:

Assumption questioned

Over time, fertility rates generally converge toward the 
replacement level (2.1). 

Is this really true for populations with a low birth rate, 
such as the unaffiliated?

Religion is not gradually disappearing, on the contrary

Europe less and less ‘the exceptional case’ in the Western 
world



http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/main-factors-driving-population-growth/pf_15-04-02_ch1graphics_fertilityreligion640px/


http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/main-factors-driving-population-growth/pf_15-04-02_ch1graphics_agereligion2010_310px/
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/main-factors-driving-population-growth/pf_15-04-02_ch1graphics_agereligion2050_310px/


4. Religious practice and fertility

Age profile of a population

The younger a population, the more chances there are for 
growth. And inversely. 

Age distribution of religious groups

Compare percentages of Christians, Muslims and seculars in 
the categories under 14 and 60 plus. 

Ratio believing and nonbelieving young people is shifting.

Young generation and religion

French study (2016) published La Croix.

a) Young people are relatively more religious than older 
people

b) More in large urban areas

c) More boys than girls



5. Switching

Recent academic interest in ‘conversion’

Switching by religion in Europe

Decline of Historic Churches

Unnatural growth of the unaffiliated

Only as long as there are religious communities whose 
members can ‘switch out’.

Conversions to Christianity and to Islam

At present

Projections for 2010-2050:

9.3 million new Christians, 1.5 million new Muslims



http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/main-factors-driving-population-growth/pf_15-04-02_projectionstables43/


6. Retention rate (and attraction)

Future size of religious community also depends on retention 
rate. 

How do parents, extended families, Churches and religious 
institutions succeed in keeping the new generation within 
the fold?

Flipside of switching

Focus not on the convert but on the religious community 
and institution from which he turns away. 

Closely connected: attraction

Second and third generation of immigrant communities

Secularist pressure on Christian families and communities



7. Some implications for Churches in mission

a) Realistic look at the future

b) Faith education of our children

c) Attention for potential ‘leavers’: key issues in mission.

d) Value of fostering values, such as family and parenthood, 
for the future of Europe

e) Evangelisation – the unknown factor


